
Grand County Trail Mix Committee Meeting 
MINUTES 

Tuesday, February 9, 2016 
Grand Center, 182 N. 500 W., Moab, Utah 

 
Attendees: Sandy Freethey, Sharon Hogan, Scott Escott, 
Geoff Freethey, Tom Dillon, Neal Clark, Tif Miller, Brett 
Sutteer, Rani Derasary, Chris Baird, Josh Doucette, Paul 
Balo, Marc Thomas, Zacharia Levine, Kirstin Peterson, 
Maddie Logowitz, Katie Stevens, Brian Murdock, Richard 
Coffinberry, Paul Spencer. 
 
Call to Order: Chair Sandy Freethey called meeting to order 
at 12:00pm. 
 
Approval of minutes from January 12, 2016 meeting: Mimi 
Trudeau 
 
Motion to approve minutes: Geoff Freethey, 2nd: Marc Thomas. 
Approved unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Sharon Hogan 
 
Income to report since last meeting:  
CNHA revisions to 2015 income reported:  
In August 2015, Sonny Quintanilla of Dell Computers gave 
$200, previously unreported. 
In December 2015, Robert Barker of Incline Village, NV gave 
$500. 
In December 2015, CNHA received $5000 for Trail Mix from 
the BLM Challenge Cost Share Fund. 
 
Canyon Voyages donated $250 at the end of December, which 
will be recorded by CNHA and Trail Mix as 2016 income. 
 
Total income for 2015: $92699.00 
Income so far for 2016:  $250.00 
 
Expenditures for 2016: $0 through 1/31/16, although some 
bills were turned in to CNHA for payment in February. 
 
County/City updates: Sandy Freethey, Chris Baird, Zacharia 
Levine, Tif Miller. 
 



Sandy introduced Tif Miller, the new Parks, Recreation and 
Trails Director for the City of Moab. Tif will be the City 
of Moab representative to Trail Mix going forward. 
 
Sandy introduced Rani Derasary, a new City Council member. 
Rani spoke briefly of some bills in the Utah legislature 
having to do with transportation and recreation grant $$ 
for 2017. Zacharia agreed with Rani that many Utah 
communities are looking for money to develop recreation 
resources and infrastructure on public lands. 
 
Sandy asked everyone to introduce themselves. 
 
The City has received a Safe Routes to Schools Grant, which 
will improve or install sidewalks in three areas. The City, 
working with UDOT, will work on a design for improving 
sidewalks on 400 North McGill, Cliffview Dr. and MiVidaand 
100 East. 
 
Sandy announced that Maddie Logowitz has been hired as a 
Trail Mix Trail Specialist and will start work on 2/15/16. 
Sandy called for the Committee approval. 
Motion to approve hiring of Maddie Logowitz: Sharon Hogan 
2nd: Scott Escott. Passed unanimously. 
 
Sandy mentioned we still need another Trail Specialist, and 
have a couple of people who have applied, who we will be 
interviewing soon. 
 
Scott reported having visited all the bike shops in town to 
advertise for the open position and that the shops were 
super happy with Trail Mix and grateful for all the new 
trails. 
 
Sandy reminded the committee that we had decided to add a 
Climbing/Canyoneering Access Trail (CCAT) Representative to 
the Executive Committee at the last meeting. Brett Sutteer 
was nominated, and with no other nominations, was approved 
unanimously. Some CCATs will just be simple repairs of 
existing routes while others will require actual new trail 
building and will have to go through the BLM clearance and 
approval process. Discussion to amend the 2016 Budget to 
include a line specifically for CCAT. 
Motion to add $3000 line item for CCAT, to come from the 
unallocated money for 2016: Geoff Freethey 



2nd: Scott Escott. Passed unanimously. 
Some informational signage for climbing areas is being 
produced by Friends of Indian Creek with the BLM. Sandy 
passed around sample. 
 
Sandy passed around orange and blue decorated cookies in 
celebration of the Denver Broncos winning the Super Bowl! 
 
Sandy: the Tread Lightly Grant was not awarded to Trail Mix 
for Equestrian Trailhead improvements. Discussion as to 
whether to amend the 2016 budget to add unallocated money 
on the budget to these projects ended in decision to simply 
use money already budgeted for equestrian projects by 
shifting money from one equestrian project to another. 
 
Geoff designed a new advertisement for the Moab Guest Guide 
with updated pictures passed around. (The Guest Guide staff 
re-designed the ad, but looks good.)  
Trail Mix has been contacted by LA Magazine for article. 
Escalante State Park and Big Bear, CA are both seeking 
input from Trail Mix on adding mountain bike trails. 
 
Map maker Juicy Trails wants a piece of the Moab map 
action. The cost would be $6,500 annually. Sandy replied to 
Juicy Trails via an email that we were a County Committee 
with limited funds for the costly proposed application, and 
this would not be possible. Per a phone conversation with 
Derrick Nehrenberg, Sandy expressed her concerns that 
implementation of the proposed mobile app system could 
potentially hurt MTA map sales that directly fund Trail 
Mix. 
Kirstin Peterson described another map production of the 
Whole Enchilada on a microfiber bandana. The map maker is  
proposing incorporating the Trail Mix logo, and then having 
the bike shops donate part of their sales of the 
map/bandana to Trail Mix. Stay tuned. 
 
Moab Active Transportation Committee update: Zacharia 
Levine 
Zacharia: Bike Utah Summit in SLC on 4/5/16. 
Zacharia has been working with the Active Transportation 
Benefits Study, which tallies the health, economic and 
environmental benefits of non-motorized transportation. 
Zacharia is analyzing what it will cost to create the 
Spanish Valley Bike Path, working toward seeking 



City/County funding for it. There are many property 
ownership challenges. 
 
Forest Service update: Brian Murdock 
USFS has paid a contractor to plow the road to the winter 
recreation parking lot on Geyser Pass Road in lieu of San 
Juan County plowing this county road. USFS and Grand County  
are continuing to work with San Juan County on a long-term 
solution to the plowing issue. 
USFS has another grooming snow machine coming soon. 
USFS is grooming trails in the Abajos also, now, with a 
nicely plowed road right to the trailhead. 
Brian says there is so much good snow all throughout the 
forest that cross country skiers can find great conditions 
in many places not usually available. 
Brian announced that Outfitter/Guide Permit Applications 
are due in the USFS office by 3/1/16. 
Brian mentioned that the Bachelor Basin trail is closed by 
the private landowner whose land it crosses. 
 
Ski report: Kirstin Peterson 
Grooming is ongoing in the LaSals by the LUNA staff. 
Scott Escott announced that Dead Horse Point State Park 
will be grooming bike/ski trails using a 2 wheeled 
motorized grooming machine called a Rokon starting next 
winter. 
 
BLM info and Trail Updates: Katie Stevens and others. 
Lots of volunteers coming soon and Scott Escott will be 
scheduling projects and supervising them. Also The Utah 
Conservation Corps will have their trail building class 
here 3/1-2/16. Scott will assist them and assign projects. 
May use them on Ice Cream Parlor CCAT or other projects. 
 
Beavers in Mill Creek: Sandy and Geoff worked with Sara 
Mellincoff and Mary O’Brien to create informational signage 
about the benefits of beavers, to be posted at Powerhouse 
Dam trailhead and further up the canyon near Navajo Ridge. 
Amendment to the turnaround for emergency vehicles still 
being discussed for Powerhouse parking area. 
 
Big Burrito update: SUWA filed an appeal and a stay. BLM 
has asked judge to deny stay. Trail work will wait for 
outcome. Should hear within 45 days. 
 



Marc Thomas asked about Corona Arch swinging highlighted in 
Super Bowl Jeep ad. The ad was filmed quite a while ago, 
prior to the current issues with rope swing at Corona Arch. 
Katie said the current EA on rope swinging at Corona and 
various other locations is open for public comment until 
2/19/16. 
 
Climbing during big horn sheep lambing season is an issue 
at Granary and Maverick Buttress. No commercial climbing 
permitted at anytime at Maverick Buttress, but private 
climbers need to be aware/informed of their impact via 
signage, perhaps. 
Sandy: access trails at Big Bend need to be revisited after 
snow melts. West Horsethief and Dellenbaugh Tunnel trails 
awaiting snowmelt for further scouting. 
Katie: the North Klondike road, parking area and trailhead 
improvements will not start until summer due to snow and 
mud now and busy parking lots during spring months. 
 
Katie, Chris Baird, others: discussion of potentially 
closing road in South Seven Mile Canyon (not an RS2477 
route, but currently open to motorized use) in mitigation 
for the expansion of the equestrian trailhead there. The 
road is in the riparian area, the trailhead is not in the 
riparian area, but is within 100 meters. 
 
Katie: the BLM national office is seeking input from local 
BLM offices and backcountry horsemen on the best 
riding/hiking trails. 
 
Sandy passed around her Moab Happenings article about 
hiking Stairmaster and Poison Spider Bench trails. 
 
Upcoming events: Moab Red Hot running race: 2/15/16: Gemini 
Bridges to Poison Spider Mesa, Duathlon: running/mountain 
bike race: 3/5-6/16: North Klondike, Poison Spider Thaw 
mountain bike demo event: Moab Brands 3/11-13/16. 
 
Maintenance: projects just starting as conditions improve.  
 
Citizens to be heard: Tom Dillon: Moab Mountain Bike 
Association meeting addressed concerns over Moab as the 
venue choice for Specialized Bicycles to unveil it’s new E-
Bike in April. Discussion of the need for more “NO E-BIKES” 
signage on non-motorized trails. Discussion of the 



possibility of coming up with E-Bike specific maps/route 
suggestions. 
MMBA will be sponsoring a group MTB ride at the Horsethief 
Trails on 3/6/16 at 10AM followed by a BBQ at 4PM at Moab 
Cyclery. Everyone welcome. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:00 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sharon Hogan in Mimi Trudeau’s absence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


