
Minutes

Moab Area Travel Council
Advisory Board Meeting

May 10, 2016
3:00pm

Grand County Council Chambers
125 E. Center Street

Members Present: Colin Fryer, Howard Trenholme, Sam Wainer, Sarah Sidwell, Lynn 
Jackson, Jodie Hugentobler, Rachel Paxman, Rebecca Davidson

Members Absent: John Knowles

Staff: Elaine Gizler, Callie Tranter, Robert Riberia

1. Meeting Called to Order 2:59 pm
2. Approval of Minutes Sarah made a motion to approve the April minutes, Sam 

2nd the motion.  Sam abstained from the vote with 5 in favor.
3. Public Q & A Cynthia Gibson reported that the Hospitality and Tourism program 

is engaged in a SWOT analysis and would like to present this at our meeting next
month.

4. Presentations
a. Kelsey Berg, Energy and Natural Resources Advisor from 

Congressman Chaffetz office to respond to PLI we have some groups 
that have walked away and some that are still very interested in finding a 
resolution on this.  A part of the proposal that is might be of interest to this 
group is an expansion of Arches National Park.  Particularly in the 
northeastern area which we feel could be used as an additional entrance 
to Arches National Park.  They had heard that it wouldn’t be supported by 
local businesses.  Congressman Bishop has been on the Natural 
Resource Committee and has been involved in public land issues in Utah 
for a long time. There has been conflict and uncertainty with lots of our 
rural counties regarding lands. So we thought, let’s try to change the 
discussion, the equation by bringing people together from a local level.  A 
letter was sent to all 29 counties in Utah with 7 counties participating at 
this point.  We have had a meeting with the White House and have set 
deadlines that haven’t been met but we are looking at the end of this year.
They have sent letters to the City, County and the National Parks Service 
and have received little feedback.  They hope to be a partner in solutions 
to the parks and transportation.  Arches is working to resurface the road 
this year and will be able to do the second half in 2018 instead of the 
original plan of 2021.

b. Deb Barton, Grand County Solid Waste Management District, Deb 
wanted to clarify the name as Solid Waste Special Service District.  They 
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were told they cannot use Grand County because they represent Moab 
City and Castle Valley also.  Deb said that in Moab we average 14lbs. of 
waste per person per day.  The National average is 4lbs of waste per 
person per day.  For 2016 it is on the rise, are tonnages are up.  Tourism 
has a big impact on the landfill.  They have increased the fees at the 
landfill.  We are $70,000 a year in debt at the recycle center because we 
have to pay to get rid of our plastics. We are still processing because 
that’s what the community wants.  In 10 to 15 years we will have to close 
the Moab Landfill and then have to move everything to the Klondike 
Landfill which will increase disposal fees. Colin commented that most 
people think that recycling saves money and that’s not true.  It would be 
cheaper to put it in the Landfill than to recycle it.  Deb said you are right.

5. Director’s Report, Elaine Gizler
a. Statistics Canyonlands in down 6.42% in March, Arches is up 15%, Web 

visits are down 3% and our TRT through February is down 1%.
b. Outdoor Recreational Summit will be held on October 4th and is put 

on by Tom Adams with the Governor’s Office of Economic Development.  
They are holding 3 summits this year, one in Ogden in September, Cedar 
City in September and Moab in October at the Red Cliffs Lodge.  They will
be sharing best practices, ideas and have 3 different activities.

c. Fam Tours we have hosted 10 tour operators with Brand USA Korea, 8 
media from the UK, 13 tour operators with Brand USA China and 8 tour 
operators with NTA China.  They are adding Arches 

d. Open Meetings Training on June 9th we will let you know where that will
be held.

e. Special Meeting in June and County Council presentation in July we 
have an RFP out for the Media Company and the Travel Planner and will 
need to hold a special meeting for approval of a Travel Planner.

f. Throttle Down in town signs and posters are done and we will get them 
out.  The next project will be working on the brochure.  Mary received has 
received more positive than negative responses.  Rotary club had some 
ideas.

g. Brewery truck advertising wrap is done and it will last about 3 years and
will travel through Utah and to Colorado. 

6. Committee Reports
a. Marketing Committee Colin reported that Elaine brought the committee 

up to date with the spending so far.   They would like to get a jump start on
the Christmas season.  They talked about the co-op program a little bit.  
They will use that money to further our campaign in the Sacramento area. 
The deadline to submit an application is in June.  Colin will check with 
Dave Williams to get an update on the target market area for the UOT.

b. Event Grant none
c. Chamber of Commerce Jodie reported that the Boulder Park opening is 

on Friday at 2pm.  The next Chamber luncheon will be held at the Moab 
Valley Inn with SBDC as the presenter.
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d. County Council Howard asked Lynn if we could receive PILT funds from 
camping.  Lynn said that the Federal Government doesn’t want to share 
the money.  Howard said the BLM expanded their campgrounds by 34% 
and were not receiving PILT money and that is in impact on the 
infrastructure.  Lynn said that some of the money goes back to 
Washington DC but most of stays locally. 

e. City Council Rebecca reported that they had an Arches Traffic Meeting 
and were told that they have to keep the traffic off of the Highway.  They 
have a bypass road for the people with a park pass.  UDOT will turn off 
the signal light at 500 west on Sunday so traffic can get out of town.  You 
will not be able to turn left and they will put a police officer out to direct 
traffic.  The goal is to try to keep trucks moving through town so they are 
not starting and stopping. They have been having discussions about the 
MARC staff and artists in Swanny Park hanging Christmas lights.  The 
treatment plant agreement was signed this week.  Once everything is 
approved it will take 18 months to build.  They are receiving some 
opposition to the new plant.  March is a really hard month for the plant.  
The NPS and BLM stop hauling waste from November to Easter so March
becomes a hard month.  In normal months we are managing it.  

7. Board Member Comments Colin wanted to comment that Jodie did an 
awesome job at the Golf Tournament this year.  Rachel said she would have to 
call in to the meeting in June.  Sam asked everyone how has spring been?  
Howard said it’s been brisk, Sam said they have seen some big numbers, 
Rebecca commented that police calls are up.  Colin commented to Howard that 
he has struck a cord about the BLM giving their share.

8. Future Agenda Items
a. Next board meeting will be held on June 14th

b. Jennifer Jones, BLM
c. Cynthia Gibson, USU

9. Adjourn Sam made a motion to adjourn at 4:45pm, Jodie 2nd the motion.


