
Grand County TRAIL MIX COMMITTEE Meeting 

M I N U T E S  

  Tuesday, JUNE 14, 2016 

Grand Center, 182 N. 500 W., Moab, Utah 

 

Attendees: Sandy Freethey, Geoff Freethey, Sharon Hogan, Scott Escott, Zacharia Levine, 

Tif Miller, Chris Baird, Paul Spencer, Kim Schappert, Marc Thomas, Mimi Trudeau, Neal 

Clark, Kirstin Peterson, Russ Von Koch, Rani Derasary, Maddie Logowitz, Tom Dillon, 

Richard Coffinberry, Jennifer Jones, 19 people attended.    

Call to Order: Chair Sandy Freethey called the meeting to order at 12:04PM 

Approval of minutes from May 10, 2016: Kristin Peterson for Mimi Trudeau   

Kim will make a minor correction to a paragraph about Moab Happening  

Tom Dillon moved to approve and Geoff seconded the motion.  Minutes approved. 

Treasurer’s report:  Sharon Hogan 

a. Expenditures through 5/31/16: $18,828.41 

b. Total income in 2016: $23,215.00 

c. General Fund Balance: $105,520.60 

Received: $6000.00 from MTA Maps for Trails, $1205.00 from Poison Spider Bicycles’ Gran Fondo Moab 

Fundraiser including $200.00 from Al Rosenthal. 

County/City updates:  Chris Baird, Zacharia Levine. Sandy Freethey and Tif Miller. 

 Paul was thanked for attending the Open Public Meetings Act training. The training is 

available online, and Paul will make it available if anyone is interested.   

 Grand County Search and Rescue were very grateful to Geoff for the new signage! 

The signs have helped visitors immensely.  It might be worthwhile to look into a 

specific ID tag for each post as has been done for ATVs in the Monitor and Merrimac 

area.  When new maps are made, they include GPS coordinates for Search and 

Rescue; for trails that cross highways, it would be helpful to include highway 

markers.  Additionally, it was suggested that for Search and Rescue use only, closed 

roads might be included.  Overall Geoff is doing a great job! 

 FLAP Grant Applications (2019-2024- total of 10 million): The City/County are 

writing a grant application for roadwork on Kane Creek ($6 million +).   The road 

will go to end of the pavement with reinforcement and slight widening when possible 

from 500 west    Additionally Kim Schappert put in for a highway 128 “Flap the Gap” 

grant to finish the bike path (6.8 million). The grant is for up to $10 million, and the 

earliest any project could begin is 2019.  Both projects are needed because they are 

dangerous areas. Both applications are very worthy, but they will compete against 

each other for the money.  

 Looking for additional grants? The Utah Outdoor Recreation Grant cycle will be open 

July 1 – Aug 11.  

 Rani passed around information about other grant money and opportunities.  This 

included a flyer about Outdoor Industry Breakfast and Business Discussion on 

Marketing Segmentation in SLC on July 6th. 

 Tom Adams spoke last month about mini symposiums in October that will be held 

about Governors Outdoor Recreation Summit in Moab. 

 



Forest Service updates:  

 MMBA – Jimmy Keen Trail Work (June 11-12): was done on a 1.5-mile 

connector that will allow people to ride the loop and avoid using the road.  

The work party trail building lasted two days with free food, provided by 

many shops and shuttle companies, cooked by Rim Tours. 

 MMBA – Medicine Lake campout, party and trail work August 27th and 28th 

 Trail Mix Crew to help with Mill Creek Climbing Access routes in La Sals. 

 MMBA wants to get toilets installed at various locations. They are planning to  

have a big raffle for the toilets at Navajo Rocks, Kokopelli and CV overlook. 

The BLM/Trail Mix has applied for a State Parks grant for toilets at Navajo 

Rocks and at Mega Steps.   The Bark Park has had recent improvements in 

May.  Tracy Reed, (Chile Pepper Bike), had a recent fundraiser/money for the 

bike park, including a flush toilet at the park. 

SITLA: Bryan Torgerson reports new trail going in near the Needles Outpost. 

BLM info and Trail updates: Katie Stevens, Sandy Freethy, Scott Escott  

 Introduction of Jennifer Jones (JJ) - her new position is BLM Recreation 

Director..? 

 Katie, Miles, Sharon Russell or JJ should be contacted about events.  JJ is still 

in charge of events.  

 Hooray!!! Completion of Chisholm Trail Extension! Trail connects Navajo 

Rocks to Horsethief Trails and Mag 7 System.  Photos passed around of 

Chisholm Trial infrastructure, as well as Bull Run, showing no ebike signage. 

Another photo depicted Maddie installing snow fence at sand hill on Coney 

Islands Trail.     

 Ice Cream Parlor – Trail improvements and resource protection “completed.” 

Congratulation and thanks to Maddie for putting the idea forth and following 

through!   

 Dellenbaugh Tunnel Hiking Trail – Review hikes completed with Ashley Long.  

The trail has once again been moved to avoid sensitive sites.   

 “Protect and Respect” – BLM public awareness campaign that aims to 

promote cultural resource stewardship and protection through education, and 

outreach on public lands in Utah.   Ashley Long will conduct on site 

educational programs at well-known archaeological sites in our area during 

June and July. June 23rd (6pm), there will be a program at the MIC. A 

calendar of events was passed around. More information is listed on the BLM 

website.  

 North Klondike: new parking lots, gravel and toilet coming! Not sure of 

timing for post and cable – will need to measure.   

 Maintenance: Navajo Rocks painted, Gemini Bridges – rocks no longer a 

viable delineation of trail – people are walking everywhere. Katie Stevens 

approved use of green paint to clarify path.  More signage is needed.  

 Trailheads/Parking areas to see delineation work this summer.  

Equestrian update: Richard Coffinberry 

 Canyonlands PRCA Rodeo was in town June 2-4th. 

 2.5 trailheads have been put in:  Professor Creek at current CFI location is 

marked at the SR 128 junction, with a little sign that says CFI in order to keep it 

subtle. We may need to make an Equestrian sign so that users are better able to 

find the turn-off. The smaller trailhead at Ida Gulch is across from Rocky Rapid 

river access right off the highway, and it is very obvious.  Kirstin reported that 

some people have complained that the Ida Gulch trailhead is too small for a 



horse trailer to turn around. (We think the folks were in the wrong location.) 

Richard pointed out that there have been up to 4 trailers there at a time, and 

the parking area is quite large. There is no equestrian parking going up to 

Professor Valley, however people may be confused about where the new parking 

lots are, and as Kim pointed out that, this might be problematic if trucks pulling 

large horse trailers turn down the wrong road and there is no place to turn 

around. Perhaps there could be signs that say “No equestrian parking here.” 

Although rocks delineate the area – they can be moved therefore signs would 

help. There is also parking at Onion Creek. Richard has all the information about 

location of trailheads on his website (Moab-horses.com). Per Richard, this site 

has the best information available.  Kim suggested that this info be put on 

Discovermoab.  

 

Climbing/Canyoneering Access update: Maddie Logowitz 

Friends of Indian Creek published photos of Ice Cream Parlor. 

Hiking update:  Marc Thomas  

 Dellenbaugh Tunnel trail, once approved will be marked - probably in the fall. The 

priority now is delineating the trailheads.  Big Mesa painting will be done tomorrow.  

Sylvester hiking trail needs better marking and little posts.   

 Marc made several suggestions for new hiking trails.  These were discussed and due 

to general opposition regarding ecosystem, archeo issues, and potential conflicts 

with WSA or Red Rock Wilderness proposals, they were not pursued.  Formerly 

secret places/hikes are now overused and abused.  A picture of Mill Creek parking 

area was passed around showing long line of cars over the busy Memorial Day 

weekend. Some felt that if an area is already being used, but not trashed, it is best 

to not propose a formal trail.  Kirstin pointed out that areas where there is intensive 

BLM camping are good sites for hiking trails to keep people from going off, looking 

for things to do and trashing the areas. Sandy mentioned that it is difficult to come 

up with areas for new trails that include parking – and Marc has done a good job 

with this.  Sandy mentioned that the BLM is encouraging the designation of trails to 

implement the 2008 BLM Resource Management Plan. 

 Rebecca Hunt Foster asked, (via email), if Trail Mix would like to join her on the 

National Public Lands Day effort (September 17th) to fix up the trail at Mill Station 

and install new signs. Old signs will be taken down and the area prepared for 

concrete.  This will become a more popular area in the future.  We agreed to be part 

of the project. 

 Russ suggested Poison spider bench trail could become a loop closer to the river on 

the way back. It is primarily slick rock so there would need to be trail delineation 

and lining.  It was pointed out that it is a busy area and the parking lot is already 

very busy.   

 Richard suggested the Castle Valley area for hiking trails – roads already exist 

there.  However, the Castle Valley residents have opposed trails in the past. 

 Bike Patrol update:  Russ Von Koch 

o Russ and Scott helped get the new bike shed ready for use and people are 

excited. Russ came up with a sign (decal) that can be put on the trailer.  

o Russ would like to recruit more members to the Bike Patrol.  He showed us their 

newly designed, marigold color Bike Patrol Tee shirt, and is planning on ordering 

a hat to complete the outfit!  In order to join the Bike Patrol, one must go 

through the Moab Mountain Bike Association.  There is a news release ready to 

go out, and Russ is actively recruiting on Facebook. New business cards were 

passed around – these can be given out to recruit. The current roster consists of 



about 15 old members, mostly from out of the area, that want to remain 

involved. There needs to be a contingent from Moab.    

o Reports from the patrol: 

- The Classic Klondike 4x4 trail needs new paint.  

- 350 feet up from Mill Canyon, and half way from the Stage Station, a gully 

that is developing some big caverns is causing a safety issue. Scott stated 

that he is aware of the concern, however the crevices keep coming and 

going, the problem is not permanently fixable, and a re-route is needed. He 

suggested that the patrollers ride the new trails since they are reporting 

issues on trails that don’t get much use. 

 Trail Articles, bits, photos, Events:  

o Moab Happenings: Back into Biking and Trails for Beginners – Article about 

getting back into biking by Sam Sturman & Sandy Freethey. Next up-, Michelle 

Hill has written an article about pathways to view various art around town that 

will be published next month. 

o Our Backyard/The Nickel - Grand Jct Publication highlighted: Walk with the 

Dinosaur Giants - big ad. in publication supported by Discovermoab and the 

Dinosaur Diamond Trails.  

o URB-E: Electric personal people mover – photo of electric powered, weird 

looking bike with a range of 20 miles was passed around.  It can reach 15mph! 

Citizens to be heard/Subjects not on the agenda: Neal initiated a discussion about 

ebikes.  He suggested adding no ebike stickers to signs at Bar M and other areas where 

ebikes are most likely to be used.  He observed someone on the Jimmy Keen trail guiding 

people on ebikes, and informed Brian Murdock at the Forest Service.  There are 5 entries to 

the JK trail that would need to be marked! (Geoff will give the 5 decals to Neal to apply on 

the JK trail.) Sandy questioned whether or not the current design for the ebike sign is clear 

enough and Kirstin felt that a circle through an ebike might be more effective – especially 

along a road access! Upper Moonlight, when it melts out, and Burro Pass might be other 

problem spots needing the stickers.  Paul pointed out that technology is rapidly advancing 

and some people have the ability to ride ebikes on even the most challenging trails.  Neal 

stressed that there is a need for more education – perhaps there should be an ad, article in 

Happenings, or banners highlighting the fact that ebikes are not permitted on non-

motorized trails. The discussion led to the challenges of mapping designated Ebike routes 

and how to reach the targeted audience.  

It was noted that ebikes are allowed at Dead Horse Point as long as they are under 750 

watts – this is a state level directive.   Additionally, Dead Horse is planning to groom the 

north side for winter use fat biking.     

   

Meeting adjourned at 1:59 PM 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mimi Trudeau 

Trail Mix Secretary 

 

Sandy Freethey 

Trail Mix Chair signature:______________________________________________ 
 


