
Minutes

Moab Area Travel Council
Advisory Board Meeting

August 9, 2016
3:00pm

Grand County Council Chambers
125 E. Center Street

Members Present: Sarah Sidwell, John Knowles,  Howard Trenholme, Jodie 
Hugentobler, Sam Wainer, Lynn Jackson, Colin Fryer, Rebecca Davidson

Members Absent: Rachel Paxman

Staff: Elaine Gizler via phone, Callie Tranter, Robert Riberia, Michele Hill

1. Meeting Called to Order 3:00 pm
2. Approval of Minutes Howard made a motion to approve the June Minutes, 

Jodie 2nd the motion.  All in favor.  Sarah made a motion to approve the July 
Special Meeting Minutes, Howard 2nd the motion.  Sam and Jodie abstained.
Motion passes.

3. Public Q & A
4. Presentations

a. Judd Hill, Canyonlands Field, Airport Conference and Airport Sign, 
An air show for aviation enthusiasts, including pilots that are willing to 
travel was held in Oshkosh Wisconsin in July.  This is an annual 
convention with over 500,000 in attendance with 80 international countries
being represented there. Commercial and general aviation (private and 
tours) bring in 13 million dollars to Utah annually.  Judd thinks that it is 
worthwhile for the Moab Travel Council office or the Utah Office of 
Tourism to have a booth at this show.  The deadline for registration is 
September 1st and the cost for the booth space is $2575 for a 1 week 
show.  Judd reported that the Airport has requested CIB funds for the 
terminal expansion and is waiting to hear back on that.  The expansion on 
the runway is set to be completed by winter 2017 or spring 2018 which will
coincide with the Boutique Air contract completion.  The current terminal 
was designed for 19 people and we need to plan ahead for 50 people.  
The CIB board voted unanimously to support $490,000 but it won’t be 
finalized until October.  With all the improvements with the runway and the
terminal, they would also like a new sign at the airport entrance.  They 
held a contest to design a new sign.  The one that was selected was a 
sandstone sculpture with the new Canyonlands Field logo and welcome to
Grand County.  A board member did some unofficial asking around to 
some construction companies and it is estimated to cost approximately 
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$8500 to $9000. John commented that the airport board is hoping to have 
some support from this board with funding of the sign.

b. Becky Johnson, UOT, Asian Market based on Visa View, which is visa 
card services visitor spending by international markets puts China at #2 
with Canada being #1.  From 2013 to 2015 China’s outbound travel 
jumped from 83 to 133 million people.  The opening of the 10 year visa is 
the reason for the big incline.  They spend more as an individual than any 
other.  The China market is predicted to increase to 250 million by 2020.  
The activities that the China visitors like to do in this order are shopping, 
sightseeing, fine dining, National Parks, etc. We are seeing an increase in 
repeat travelers, independent travelers and a younger demographic.  
There is a growth in beyond the gateway travel.  Utah is a tier 2 
destination with places like New York, L.A., Sand Francisco, Seattle and 
Las Vegas being their gateway destination cities.  They have created a 7 
day itinerary with 4 to 5 days in Northern Utah.  Delicate Arch is on the 
cover of the China UOT travel guide.  All of the other international travel 
guides have Capitol Reef on them.  Summer is the traditional travel time 
but also October and November.

5. Director’s Report, Elaine Gizler via phone
a. Statistics Canyonlands through June is up 37% with 404,000 visitors, 

Arches through June is up 11% with 737,000 visitors, webs visits are up 
2% with 1 million visitors and TRT is showing an increase. 

b. Utah Outdoor Recreation Summit October 5th and 6th Tom Adams will 
be hosting the summit at the Red Cliffs Lodge.  The Travel Council will 
have a meet and greet on October 4th at the Lions Park and will be 
catered.  The guest that sign up to attend the summit will be invited.

6. Committee Reports
a. Marketing Committee Colin is waiting for final decision on co-op funds, 

we should hear by Friday.  Once we have that number we will plan for fall 
and Christmas promotion.  At the next meeting we will have more to 
report.  Love communication was approved to be our agency.

b. Airport Judd covered this report.
c. Chamber of Commerce Jodie reported that the Utah State Chamber of 

Commerce is working on the new women business center and will do a 
roll out in 2017.  The next Chamber luncheon is on August 16th and will be
held at the Branding Iron.

d. County Council Lynn reported that the County Council is still wrestling 
with affordable housing and are looking at some changes with zoning.  
Lynn was made aware with some correspondence between the Travel 
Council and the Montrose commission.  The email stated that they had 
grave concern about the revised map and asked if it was approved by the 
County Council.  It was the determination of the County Council that there 
was no County Council approval required for them to identify and use 
existing class b county roads.  The original route was to use Geyser Pass 
and come through Sand Flats but the Forest Service did not approve that 
route. Elaine stated that the concern was that the route includes Spanish 
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Valley drive. They are trying to do the Throttle Down campaign with the 
noise reduction and now they will be sending them down Spanish Valley 
and will have more vehicles from Montrose on that route.  Lynn 
commented that he understands that we are dealing with a noise issue but
there is no actionable item.  Elaine would like to be made aware of any 
changes to the route.  Lynn told the board that August 20th will be a kickoff
event for the trail. Colin is in favor of the trail and motorized recreation as 
long as it’s legal.  Colin would like some more discussion about the 
Rimrocker Trail on the agenda.  Lynn reiterated that Elaine carries a lot of 
weight being the Executive Director of the Travel Council.

e. City Council Rebecca reported that they are beginning work on the traffic 
lights at 200 south.  The next thing we’re working on is widening the road 
on Highway 191 from 400 North to the bridge.  We have money set aside 
for that project. It will probably be 2018 until we get shovels in the ground 
but it’s coming pretty fast.  Rebecca has talked with UDOT about a bypass
for trucks.  UDOT is willing to do a study if we think it’s a good idea.  Even 
though people originally said no them they are still interested and will 
consider a study to help with getting trucks on Potash with a bridge to 
Kane Creek.  It’s an issue with the amount of freight trucks that are 
moving downtown. Rebecca is looking for a general thought from the 
board. This project would be about 5 to 10 years from now but it will give a
different feel to downtown.  We need to find solutions. We are constrained 
on Main Street once we widen the road.  Also, the city will be paving Kane
Creek and around.  It will be about a 4 mile stretch that will include bike 
lanes.

7. Future Agenda Items
a. Next board meeting will be held on September 13, 2016
b. Guest Speakers for October will be Roxanne with CNHA and John 

Foster, Museum of Moab.  Include discussion about the Rimrocker Trail 
for October.

c. Sam asked if we could have Steve Swift from the Arena come and give a 
presentation.  Lynn gave a report on the ball fields.  The County is in the 
process of working out an agreement with the Water/Sewer agency to tie 
into irrigation water and they will be moving special ball field dirt and 
expect the ball fields to be operational by the spring.

8. Adjourn Sam made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 4:50pm, Howard 2nd the 
motion.


