
Minutes

Moab Area Travel Council
Advisory Board Meeting

October 11, 2016
3:00pm

Grand County Council Chambers
125 E. Center Street

Members Present: Sam Wainer, Howard Trenholme, Colin Fryer, Jodie Hugentobler, 
Lynn Jackson, Rachel Paxman, Sarah Sidwell

Members Absent: John Knowles

Staff: Elaine Gizler, Callie Tranter, Robert Riberia

1. Meeting Called to Order at 3:00 pm
2. Approval of Minutes Sarah made a motion to approve the September minutes, 

Sam 2nd the motion.  All in favor.
3. Public Q & A
4. Presentations

a. John Foster, Museum of Moab, new building, In 2012 they began 
researching costs and possibility of a new building and location.  They 
want to better tell the story and history of the area with more space and 
upgrading exhibits.  With a new building they can work on having a 
repository status.  John showed design ideas of what they would like.

5. Discussion and Action Items
a. Rimrocker Trail nothing to discuss
b. TRT Budget after some discussion adjustments were made.  A budget 

hearing for the Travel Council budget will be on October 21st at 9:30 am.  
Rachel made a motion to approve the TRT budget with the changes 
discussed, Colin 2nd the motion.  All in favor.

c. TRCC Budget after some discussion adjustments were made.  Rachel 
mentioned the possibility of having a customer service speaker come to 
Moab.  Elaine suggested that we include someone at the Moab Tourism 
Expo.  Colin commented that as we bring new business we need to help 
with training and asked if it was possible to set up a new category for 
future opportunities with a $50,000 budget.  Colin made a motion to 
approve the TRCC budget with the changes discussed, Sarah 2nd the 
motion.  All in favor.

6. Director’s Report, Elaine Gizler
a. Statistics web visits are up 6.2%, unique visits have increased 23%, the 

#1 page on discovermoab is the Arches webcam page, 35,000 outgoing 
links to local businesses, Canyonlands is up 23%, Arches is up 10% and 
TRT is up 11% through July.
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b. Outdoor Recreation Summit had 130 people in attendance.  They had 
great speakers and a meet and greet the night before.  Elaine gave a big 
thank you to Jodie and Michele for helping get it all together.

c. UOT Sales Mission were well worth the trip.  Elaine met with 37 agencies
and trained 120 agents.

d. Love Communications will meet with Elaine in Salt Lake City on 
November 21st and will invite them to come to the December board 
meeting to give a presentation to the board.

7. Committee Reports
a. Marketing Committee Colin reported that they discussed the budget and 

will focus advertising on February, March, November and December.  It is 
a good time to work on extending the season.  They will begin working on 
a template to give to Love Communications.   

b. Airport John was not present but Sam wanted to let the board know that 
he flew with Boutique Air and said that it was great.

c. Chamber of Commerce Jodie gave some important date to remember 
the Chamber will be holding a town debate at the High School on October 
12th from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm, the next luncheon will be at the Hospital, on 
November 2nd Homewood Suites is having their Grand Opening, 
November 9th is the Moab Business Summit at 8:00 am at the Moab 
Valley Inn, on November 19th is the Chamber Banquet at Red Cliffs 
Lodge, also nomination for business and citizen of the year are coming up.

d. Tax Advisory sub-committee Howard said that the role of this board is to
advise the County Council what they should do with tourism money.  
Howard passed around a budget that shows where the Counties portion is
spent.  He mentioned that affordable housing is not a line item.  We need 
to help channel ideas.  He said that PILT money from the BLM 
Campgrounds should be considered to offset the costs.  He made it clear 
that we shouldn’t be touching the marketing money but that that fund is 
growing and we can put that money towards other things.

e. County Council Lynn said that since we’ve turned ourselves into a resort 
community, the tourism industry is the cash cow.  

f. City Council nothing to report
8. Future Agenda Items

a. Next board meeting will be held on November 8, 2016
b. Guest Speaker will be Sheriff White, statistics on local calls vs. 

visitor calls
9. Adjourn Sam made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 4:41pm, Rachel 2nd the 

motion.


