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  For Immediate Release
 					January 26, 2015; MOAB, UT



Contact:	Ruth Dillon, Grand County Council Administrator
Phone:		435-259-1347 or 1346
Fax:		435-259-2574

Grand County Announces Additional Workshops for Participation by Stakeholders
in Congressman Rob Bishop’s Proposed Public Lands Bill for Southeastern Utah

The Grand County Council will hold three additional Council Workshops for the express purpose of receiving stakeholder input for Congressman Rob Bishop’s public lands bill initiative. The bill has the potential to affect the long term management and designation of public lands in Grand County. The Council Workshops will be held in the County Council Chambers, 125 E. Center Street, Moab, Utah and will be open to the public although are not intended to be public hearings:
· Monday, February 2nd, 4PM-7PM
· Monday, February 9th, 9AM-Noon
· Monday, February 16th (President’s Day), 4PM-7PM
· Additional workshops if needed

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Council will accept multiple presenters per workshop. Presentations must be reserved in advance via the Council Administrator’s office, and written materials for submission must be presented to council@grandcountyutah.net by 5PM the Wednesday before the reserved workshop date. PowerPoint presentation outlines are acceptable. Whenever possible, presentations should include written proposed management objectives as well as a proposed map. Assistance is available for converting maps into GIS form (.shp files) by contacting the Council Administrator’s office. Presentations will be limited to 20 minutes plus time for questions from the Council. Presenters are specifically asked to provide realistic, useful input to the Congressman’s bill that recognizes a variety of other stakeholders.  
For reference, maps are provided at http://www.grandcountyutah.net/777/Public-Lands-Bill-Process showing areas that could be recommended to the Congressman for various designations and management objectives. A draft management guidelines document dated October 30, 2014 is also available on the county website.

Grand County is one of six southeastern Utah counties involved with this initiative which Congressman Bishop initiated in 2013. He has indicated he would like to receive all county recommendations, draft a regional proposal based on these recommendations, and present his bill early in 2015 for Congressional consideration. Congressmen Rob Bishop and Jason Chaffetz have produced a 62-page Status Report that fully explains the intent of their proposed legislation, found at http://robbishop.house.gov/uploadedfiles/pli_staff_report_112013.pdf. Hard copies can be made available upon request via the Council Administrator’s office for a fee.  

Following these workshops, a meeting will be scheduled to provide information to the public on the Council’s preferred alternative. Following this entire process, and at a regular County Council meeting, the Council will vote on recommendations to forward to Congressman Bishop for his consideration in the Congressional legislation.

Any eventual change to Grand County’s Land Use Code or Wilderness Plan would require a separate public process and formal approval of the County Council. The ultimate decision makers for this land bill legislation are Congress and the President of the United States.
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