Moab Area Housing Task Force
March 2021 Meeting Minutes
Thursday, March 4th, 2021 at 11:00AM
Join Zoom Meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84165931853
Meeting ID: 841 6593 1853

Type of Meeting: Monthly MAHTF Meeting
Meeting Facilitator: Jenna Whetzel, Chair
Attending: Jenna Whetzel,  Jazmine Duncan, Rachel Pollock, Rikki Epperson, Shanell Marinuzzi, Kalen Jones, Nora Shepard, Kaitlin Myers, Joseph Bondi, Katie Minehart, Mary McGann, Josie Kovash, Makeda Barkley, Katie McKay
1. Chair Jenna Whetzel called the meeting to order at 11:02. 
2. Jenna entertained a motion to approve February minutes. Jazmine motioned to approve February minutes. Mary McGann seconds motion to approve. Kaitlin states that it should be Corey not Zach in City updates. All parties motion to approve with change. 
3. Agency Updates
a) Moab City Update
i. The Walnut Lane project had public engagement last month and has submitted the site plan and is moving forward with entitlements.
b) Grand County Update
i. The HDHO had a clarification that all up 20% of the developments are to be locally owned. Mary Hoffine will be in the office in the interim as the Executive Director of the planning department until a replacement is found. Interviews are being held within the month and someone should be hired quickly.
c) MACLT Update
i. Audrey was unable to attend this meeting, but an email update was sent. MACLT has received the final plat and addresses. Building on the land has been delayed to late March from the originally anticipated early January due to several issues. The HDHO will not affect Arroyo Crossing. It is encouraged that people with questions go to moabclt.org.
d) Communications Committee Update
i. A socially distanced block party with representatives from different developers (CR, HASU, etc.) is being planned for March or April at the land trust to serve as an informational event for potential renters and buyers. It was brought up that having some homes that have already begun their build would be good for potential buyers and renters to see, so it could be better to have the event in May or June. 
ii. A tabling event where informational material can be handed out about housing organizations with different affordable housing items to get word out to the community could be beneficial. 
iii. A homeowner financing event with the USDA centered around Self-help loans could also be beneficial. 
iv. Another event that is being discussed and planned is a virtual event with a panel of speakers discussing landlord best practices.
v. An educational event is also in the works for real estate agents, developers, buyers, and renters in the HDHO zone. This item may become a top priority due to several developers having already reached out to ask questions. 
vi. Deadlines for these events could be mid to late April or early May so that the role of director in the planning department can be filled so that they can help spread the word of events.
vii. The Real Estate Association would be a good resource to help spread the about these events. 
viii. Presentation created by the previous year VISTA at HASU about qualifying for a loan could be built upon and become a good resource. 
ix. Katie talked about trying to create a website that would act as a one-stop- shop for affordable housing. The best platform for this is still being discussed but ideally would be something that can be easily updated once current VISTA’s terms expire.

e) Advocacy Committee
i. Kaitlin spoke about bills currently being discussed in the state legislature concerning affordable housing that relate to Moab. She stated that the session ends tomorrow so there is not much that MAHTF could do regarding these bills.
ii. This group talked about not agreeing with SB221 because this would let people rent Air BnB rooms. Mary McGann stated that the County has spoken strongly against it. Mary states it may not need to be worried about this year. 
iii. Local Homeless Coordinating Committee - MVMC has been creating forms so that all organizations that deal with coordinated entry have a standard form that is filled out so that information can be shared within organizations and gain a clear understanding of homelessness in the area. There is a big initiative in creating outreach material and gaining new membership. 
iv. The new member, Shanell Marinuzzi, introduced herself. She is the GM at Homewood Suites in Moab and has worked with several chambers and boards in Salt Lake City. She feels it is important to create affordable housing year-round. 

f) Local Planning Commission Updates
i. No updates.

4. Updating Housing Plan
i. Taking out the MACLT section from the plan was proposed as MACLT is being developed on its own with its board.  There were no objections and the section was removed.
ii. Survey is currently being worked on.
iii. Outreach is currently being worked on.
iv. Deed restrictions could be housed with both city and county electronically. The deed restriction will be administered by HASU so it could also be a shared database or partnership with the city and county. 
v. HASU stated that they may not have capacity to work with individuals who want to deed restrict their properties.
vi. County is paying for HDHO deed restriction administration. 
vii. City does not have an entity to do PAD deed restrictions and wants to partner with HASU.
viii. Indeed Moab is on the backburner but it is good to leave open and vague. 
ix. The group discussed creating brochures to present to group for the presentations that are being discussed by the communications committee. 
x. Kaitlin’s idea for an Emergency Home Repair Fund should be focused on in the next meeting. Katie has put together a list of funding sources.

5. Meeting adjourned at 12:00 PM.

