


Moab Area Housing Task Force
May 2021 Meeting Minutes
Thursday, May 6th, 2021 at 11:00AM
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85731672079

Meeting ID: 857 3167 2079
One tap mobile
+16699009128,,85731672079# US (San Jose)
+12532158782,,85731672079# US (Tacoma)

Type of Meeting: Monthly MAHTF Meeting
Meeting Facilitator: Jenna Whetzel, Chair

Attending: Jenna Whetzel, Rachel Pollock, Ben Riley, Kalen Jones, Kaitlin Myers, Mary McGann, Katie Minehart, Rikki Epperson, Joseph Bondi, Ellie Grosse, Adrienne Caesar, Molly Schmidt, Jazmine Duncan, Chellie Williamson, Amanda Knilla

1. The meeting was called to order at 11:02AM.

2. The vote to approve April MAHTF meeting minutes was tabled until the June meeting as an email issue led to the minutes not getting sent out to the group.

3. Agency Updates.
a) Moab City Update: The preliminary plan for Walnut Lane was approved. There will be a rezone on Kane Creek Blvd. There are job openings at the city that are listed on the city’s website. 

b) Grand County Update. There were appeals hearings this week from developers who have concerns about the Rules and Regulations that will guide development in the HDHO zone. Katie finally got funding for the affordable housing website from the County.

c) MACLT Update. Both HASU and CR are waiting for a few legal documents to be finalized for their first groups to close at the title company. Hopefully both groups will start building at Arroyo Crossing in the next few weeks!

d) Advocacy Committee Update. A discussion was held about how the MAHTF could become involved in a conversation related to transportation. Transportation is directly related to affordable housing within Grand County. Kalen suggested the MAHT could help with data collection. It might be helpful to conduct a survey of transportation needs within the community. 
e) Local Housing Agency Updates. 
· HASU: The Wingate Village townhomes will be completed this summer. There are currently 28 applications turned in for 1-bedroom units and 4 applications for 4-bedroom units. However, it appears that a lot of current applicants are not going to qualify for the low-income units.
· CR: CR has a new drafting VISTA, Ellie. Construction is continuing on Strawburb and CR is continuing to prepare for building on Arroyo Crossing.
· Chellie: There will be 8 trailers coming online in the next month or so. 
· GCSD: Amanda is planning an informational event about housing opportunities tentatively set for June 8th. Housing providers will have the opportunity to give short presentations and distribute informational materials to parents, teachers, and anyone interested in attending. Amanda will send around a survey to providers to put together a flyer for attendees. 
· Adrienne Caesar and Molly Schmidt, representing San Juan County, attended to learn more about housing projects in the Moab area. They are looking at ways to keep young people in Bluff. Their initial needs are rental housing and permanent employment opportunities, then permanent housing. They are trying to figure out how to protect lands in Bluff that are potentially vulnerable to development.

f) Communications Committee Update. The committee met to discuss the possibility of creating an Emergency Home Repair Fund. The group needs to do more research to iron out details such as which organization should house the fund, how funds will be distributed, who can qualify for funds, what repairs should be funded, and how much money should be given to applicants. 
4. Discussion Item. Rikki Epperson discussed the possibility of creating a sub-committee of the advocacy committee to write letters of support to both the City and County that would focus on removing barriers in the land use code and providing solutions to advocate for more in-fill and cluster development. Rikki will contact individuals in the MAHTF as well as the planning commission to schedule a meeting to discuss this sub-committee further.

5. Action Item. Sign letter of support for HASU’s USDA 523 Grant 11 application. Kalen proposed updating the letter to provide more recent information on Area Median Income statistics in Grand County. Jazmine moved to approve the letter with this future change. Mary seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
6. Discussion Item-Deed Restriction Template Library. Jenna made a rough draft of the folder that will be shared on the Grand County and Moab City websites with a range of deed restriction templates that will be available for public use. This folder will be edited and sent out to the group in the coming weeks.

7. The meeting was adjourned at 11:56AM.



