Moab Area Housing Task Force
June 2021 Meeting Minutes
Thursday, June 3rd, 2021 at 11:00AM
Join Zoom Meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84165931853
Meeting ID: 841 6593 1853

Type of Meeting: Monthly MAHTF Meeting
Meeting Facilitator: Jenna Whetzel, Chair
Attending: Jenna Whetzel, Joseph Bondi, Chellie Williamson, Rikki Epperson, Kaitlin Myers, Kalen Jones, Katie Minehart, Ellie Grosse, John Guenther, Jazmine Duncan, Amanda Knill
1. Chair Jenna Whetzel called the meeting to order at 11:02. 
2. Jenna entertained motions to approve May minutes and Katie Minehart as secretary. Kalen seconded the motions and the motions were approved. 
3. Jenna introduced John Guenther, the new planning director at the County. Everyone else introduced themselves. John introduced himself and discussed his background in planning and affordable housing. He detailed his implementation strategy for best practices for getting all of the different affordable housing organizations to collaborate.    He wants to create a contact database for all affordable housing partners. He proposed creating a master plan for sustainable affordable housing development in Grand County, looking at transportation, public engagement, and the goals of each organization contributing to affordable housing in Grand County. October is the goal for the adoption of the general plan. 
4. Agency Updates
a) Moab City Update (Kaitlin & Kalen)
i. Received building plans for Walnut Lane from Indie Dwell this month. Working through some internal issues with Indie Dwell but moving towards final plans for Phase 1 of Walnut Lane Development. 
ii. Working on Land Use code changes to better support deed restricted housing and how to provide employee housing for businesses.
b) Grand County Update
i. Refer to previous update from John Guenther.
c) MACLT Update
i. Everything should be in place to close on houses and begin construction by the end of June. Issues around USDA policies conflicting with MACLT’s commitment to the county, as well as increased insurance needs and lot lease details have slowed projects down by 6 months. These are very close to being worked out and they anticipate having 8 homes under construction by July and 5 more by September. Everything will speed up after that. MACLT hopes to get rental apartments under construction as the single family homes are coming on line.
ii. Walking trail (marked with blue flags) is good for walking around the property.
d) Grand Oasis
i. There are 8 new homes being brought to Grand Oasis this summer and 12 more to follow. All homes will be for sale and not rentals.
e) Community Rebuilds 
i. Preparing a presentation for MAHTF on the services they offer.
ii. CR has previously worked on an overarching affordable housing plan, similar to what John has proposed. 
iii. Joe thanked Jenna for her help securing data from the county for research they are conducting.
iv. Waiting on the go-ahead to start building at Arroyo Crossing. 
v. Hosting an open house for their Strawburb Homes out in Spanish Valley. Using new construction methods and are excited to share those with the community at the open house.
f) Communications Committee Update
i. Met with Rhiana Medina of Multicultural Center to create an Emergency Home Repair fund. Looking for $5,000 to start a fund. It will be housed and run by the Multicultural Center. 
g) Local Housing Updates:
i. HASU
a) Working on creating more Mutual Self Help homes.
b) Creating townhomes at Wingate Village. 5 homes left (4 2-bedroom ADAs, 1 homeless set aside, 1 veteran set aside). Files are ready for the first building to be all set by June.
h) Advocacy Committee
i. Working on outreach events -- have put these on the backburner until  HDHO is finalized, website is complete, etc.
i) Local Planning Commission Updates
i. No updates.
5. Moab Area Housing Website
a) Katie gave an update on the affordable housing website.  and shared her screen to show everyone the progress. She will reach out to Matthew at the County to try and get access to the moabhousing.com domain name. before finalizing a domain name and making the website live.
6. Transportation Survey
a) Trying to conduct a transportation survey to see how transportation (or a lack thereof) is contributing to the affordable housing crisis. Kalen and Jenna are working together to facilitate this. 


Meeting adjourned at 11:58 AM.

