
GRAND COUNTY, UTAH
ORDINANCE 588 (2019)

APPROVING OUTDOOR LIGHTING AND

SIGN ILLUMINATION STANDARDS

WHEREAS, the Grand County Council (County Council) adopted the Grand County General
Plan Update (General Plan) on February 1, 2012 with Resolution No. 2976;

WHEREAS, the County Council adopted the Grand County Land Use Code (Land Use Code
or LUC) on January 4, 1999 with Ordinance No. 299 and amended It February 19, 2008
with Ordinance No. 468 for the purpose of regulating land use, subdivision and
development In Grand County In accordance with the General Plan;

WHEREAS, Sections 2.11.4, 6.5.5(D), and 6.6 of the Grand County LUC address outdoor
lighting and sign Illumination standards;

WHEREAS, Grand County acknowledges the relationship between land development, urban
design, and potential Impacts on dark skies;

WHEREAS, the Utah Legislature adopted Senate Concurrent Resolution (S.C.R.) 002
(2018), which encourages the use of shielded outdoor lighting to promote dark skies;

WHEREAS, backlight, upllght, and glare creates wasted light, excessive light, light
pollution, and light trespass Into unwanted areas;

WHEREAS, light pollution Is the artificial brightening of the night sky due to light that
escapes from poorly designed light fixtures;

WHEREAS, property owners and the County could reduce their power costs by
discontinuing the use of unshielded light fixtures;

WHEREAS, humans and wildlife rely on the earth's dally cycle of light and dark, and
research suggests that light pollution has a negative effect on sleep cycles;

WHEREAS, light pollution negatively Impacts professional and amateur astronomers who
rely on the darkness of skies to observe, study, further scientific knowledge, and generally
enjoy the regional environment;

WHEREAS, many residents of an visitors to the Moab Area are attracted by the relatively
pristine dark skies In the region and throughout the Colorado Plateau;

WHEREAS, In a public hearing on January 8, 2019, the Grand County Planning
Commission considered all evidence and testimony presented with respect to the subject
application and forwarded a favorable recommendation to the Grand County Council;






























